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SUBJECT: BASIC ISSUES OF NATO DEFENSE PLANNING; DEFENSE AGAINST ARMOR 
REF:USNATO 6110; B. USNATO 0710; C. STATE 028977 

SUMMARY: THIS MESSAGE REPORTS INFORMAL MEETING IN BONN ON 14 
FEBRUARY, ATTENDED BY REPRESENTATIVES FROM FRG, UK, AND US 
MISSIONS TO NATO AND THE FRG ARMY PLANNING STAFF. PARTICIPANTS 
DISCUSSED POSSIBLE CONTENT OF NATIONAL BRIEFINGS ON PLANS TO 
PROVIDE ANTI-ARMOR WEAPONS FOR INFANTRY UNITS. DUE TO NEW FRG 
ARMY ORGANIZATION, BRIEFINGS WILL PROBABLY HAVE TO INCLUDE 
BRIGADE LEVEL AND EVEN SOME CORPS LEVEL UNITS IN ORDER TO FULLY 
DESCRIBE THE DEPLOYMENT OF NEW ANTI-ARMOR WEAPONS. MISSION 
RECOMMENDS THAT ANTI-ARMOR EXPERTS NEET PRIOR TO BRIEFINGS. 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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END SUMMARY. 

1. REPRESENTATIVES OF THREE MISSIONS TO NATO: FRG (CAPT 
ARENDT), UK (LEDLIE), AND US (B/G BOWMAN) AND THE FRG ARMY 
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PLANNING STAFF (COL MEDERT, MAJ WILLMANN) HELD AN INFORMAL 
MEETING IN BONN OF 14 FEB. US REP PRESENTED SUBSTANCE OF 
OUTLINE CONTAINED IN REF C. 

2. FRG REPS ARGUED THAT PRESENTATIONS BASED ON MECHANIZED 
INFANTRY BATTALION WOULD NOT SHOW MUCH IMPROVEMENT ON THE 
PART OF THE FRG. THEY SUGGESTED THE INFANTRY MECHANIZED 
BRIGADE AS A BETTER ILLUSTRATION. ANTI-TANK WEAPONS WOULD 
BE AS FOLLOWS: 

INFANTRY MECHANIZED BRIGATE - 3,900 MEN 
2 TANK BATTALIONS 33 TANKS EACH 

2 MECHANIZED INF. BN. 9 MILAN EACH 
1 INFANTRY BATTALION 

1 ANTI-TANK COMPANY 9 TOW 

3. FRG REPS ALSO EMPHASIZED THREE HELIBORNE BRIGADES AND 
HELICOPTER REGIMENT: 

HELIBORNE BRIGADE - 2,100 MEN 

2 INFANTRY BATTALIONS 20 MILAN EACH 

1 ANTI-TANK BATTALION 30 TOW 

1 BARRIER BATTALION 20 TOW 

HELICOPTER REGIMENT 
40 HELICOPTERS EQUIPPED WITH TOW 

4. CONSENSUS OF MEETING WAS THAT BRIEFINGS SHOULD CONCENTRATE 
ON ANTO-RMOR EQUIPMENT STANDARDS FOR ARMY UNITS AND RATIONALE 
FOR THOSE STANDARDS. CHARACTERISTICS OF PARTICULAR WEAPONS 
SHOULD RECEIVE LESS ATTENTION. 

5. MISSION RECOMMENDS MEETING OF ANTI-ARMOR EXPERTS IN LATE 
FEBRUARY OR EARLY MARCH IN WASHINGTON. WILL REPORT UK AND 
FRG VIEWS ON TIME AND PLACE OF MEETING AS SOON AS RECEIVED. 
RUMSFELD 
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